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35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And 

leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were 
with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already 
being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to 

him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and 
said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to 
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great awe and 

said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 

 
Dear friends, 
 

Our Annual Church Conference will be held on October 21st at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. This year’s 

2021 Church Conference Agenda is Jesus Makes a Way, based on the Scripture reading of Mark 4:35-41. 

Our District Superintendent or a presiding elder will give us a message. And we will reflect on the past 

year with references to some of the ways the Annual Conference has adapted and carried out ministry dur-

ing the new paradigm and through the storms we have weathered.  

 

There will also be an Open Discussion involving these three main questions:  

 

What are some of the storms our church faced this past year? 

How have you seen Jesus being a “way maker” for our church?   

Where is Jesus calling our church to help others this next year?  

Please join us! All are welcomed and encouraged to attend! 
 
Meanwhile, on a personal note, I received a thank you card from Terri Villa-Engelkens, the niece of Doris 
M Detweiler. On August 21st, 2021, I officiated the Funeral Service for Doris Detweiler. Terri wrote to 
me, “I can’t thank you enough for all that you have done to help me through the last few months. Aunt 
Doris was so happy to have you visit not only as a friend but also as her connection with her church fami-
ly. I know that meant the world to her. The service was truly beautiful and more than I could’ve ever 
hoped for...” Thank you, Terri, for sending this card to me. You are in my thoughts and prayers.  
 
In John 17:6-19, Jesus prayed, “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.” Jesus prayed for us back then, and has continued praying for us ever 
since. It is not enough to just hear Jesus’ prayer; Christ Jesus asks us to live, act, and work with God by 
answering his prayer. We are to actively participate in Jesus’ prayer by shaping our lives to be increasing-
ly like his.  
 
So let us pray for each other and together. Prayer is love. Taking the time to name the hopes, joys, con-
cerns, fears, and thanksgiving of someone you know with God through prayer is an act of love. It express-
es your care, your concern, and your compassion for the ones for whom you are praying. It also expresses 
your trust that they are as important to God as they are to you.  
 
So please pray for the Parker family. Brock Parker, a Rock Falls football player, has passed away after a 
car accident. Brock Parker was only 18 years old. Brock's father, Kevin Parker, is the head coach of the 
Rock Falls varsity football team. May the Parker family find comfort in God’s grace and love. 
 
Please pray for healing for Gale Wind (Janelle's cousin), Mark Thompson & Family, Margaret Berge, Gil 
& Caroline Williams, Steve Nichols, Owen Laws, Cheryl Rumley, Harlen L. Browning, Joan Sell, Sun Gi 
Han, Nel Howard, Hazel Getz, Larry Thompson, and Carol Siefken.  



 
Also remember our church families who are in nursing homes and home care: Erma Zager, Jim & Irene 
Capp, Joanne Crocker, June Hunsberger, Venita Welch, and Ruth Deem. 
 
Please also pray for God’s protection, provision, and presence to be with all of the Rock Falls Family. 
Please pray for healing for all of the children who have been diagnosed with COVID or have been        
exposed. May their recuperation be quick and complete. And please pray for our church conference. 
 
Thank you, 
Blessings, 
Pastor Jin-Hee Kang 

Marge Sadowski from  
Royal Neighbors of America gave 

Pastor Jin-Hee  
a Bear Necessities donation. Jackie Wasson would like to thank 

everyone for their thoughts, prayers, 

and memorial donations for Doris. 

Ruth Deem will be celebrating her 
91st Birthday on October 2nd.  

She would love to hear from her 
church family and friends.   

 
 Cards may be sent to:   
      Ruth Deem    
      c/o Regency Care 
      612 W. 23rd St.   Rm. 111 
      Sterling, IL 61081 

Thank you to all the volunteers who help at the church: 
 

Charlie & Shirley Anderson - painting stripes on parking lot 
 
Len Janssen - mowing, trimming, and edging 
 
All Bear Necessities volunteers 



 

October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
Communion 

Worship & FB 
Live  

Service 

9 a.m. 

4 5 6 
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Meeting in 
Pippert 
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1 p.m. 

7 8 9 

10 
Worship & FB 

Live 
Service 

9 a.m. 

11 12 
No        

Bear      
Necessities 
Work Day 

13 14 15 16 
Bear  

Necessities 
Pantry 
10 -12 

17 
Craig Deem 

Guest Speaker 
Worship & FB 
Live Service 

9 a.m. 

18 19 20 21 
SPRC Mtg. 
6:30 p.m. 

Church  
Conference 

7 p.m. 

22 23 

24 
Worship & FB 

Live 
Service 

9 a.m. 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 
Worship & FB 

Live 
Service 

9 a.m. 

  

HAPPY   

  

HALLO 

 

WEEN! 

 



 
                                   
Rock Falls United Methodist Church Council Meeting Minutes 
     Thursday, August 19, 2021 at 6 p.m. 

 
 
 
Present:  Pastor Jin-Hee Kang, Russ & Carol Siefken, Rod Brooks, Kevin Henson, and Larry Thompson was 
present via zoom. 
 
 
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jin-Hee 
 
 
Trustees:  Charlie and Shirley Anderson did the sweeping and paint striping on the back parking lot.  Will be 
doing the inspection of the church and parsonage for the conference.  Recommended we vote to allow     
members to use the dining room.  Passed.   
 
 
Finance:  General Fund balance = $1,299  Savings balance = $67,585  Heritage = $3,709  CD = $79,199 
We need new signers for the accounts.  Voted on the church budget for the coming year:  -$40,220.  Passed. 
 
 
Health Team Committee:  Everything remains the same. 
 
 
Memorial:  Bank balance is $10,830. 
 
 
Membership:  No report.  Larry Thompson resigned from the committee. 
 
 
Church Women:  Will pay $190 for the annual fee to Stahr Media.  Next meeting on Wednesday, October 6 
at 1 p.m.  Received $855 from Doris Wasson Memorial. 
 
 
Bear Necessities:  Checking account balance is $11,461. 
 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Officiated the funeral service for Doris Wasson.  Delivered the Upper Room to the home-
bound.  Called church family and visited homes, as well as the hospital and nursing home.  Attended the Rock 
Falls Church Women’s meeting on September 1.  Marge Sadowski from Royal Neighbors of America gave a 
donation of $100 to Bear Necessities and took a picture with her.  Updated the September church newsletter 
and announcements on our church website.  Met Nathan and Tyler from Stahr Media about the church’s web-
site annual review.  Went to the Tuesday’s Clergy Association and Thursday’s Clergy meeting.  Pre-
Conference Briefings on September 23, Ordination and Commissioning Service on October 1 and Annual 
Conference Fall Business session on October 2.  Craig Deem will be our guest speaker on October 17, Laity 
Sunday. 
 
 
Chair’s Report:  Thanks to Charlie, Kevin, and Leonard for their work at the church.  Thanks to everyone 
who participated in the Church Hymn Sing with Leonard.  We are looking for people to join the Church     
Administrative Council; if asked, please consider helping out.  Looking for someone to operate the camera on 
Sundays. 
  

 



 

RFUMC FINANCIALS AS OF 9/28/21: 
 
Beginning Balance - $42.85 
Deposits - $6,919.04 
Transfer to BN - $50.00 
Bills - $7,515.40 
   Monthly Payroll - 854.65 (custodian) 
   Nu-Trend Accessibility - 580.00 
        (elevator inspection) 
   City of Rock Falls (church) - 608.43 
   City of Rock Falls (parsonage) - 524.84 
   The Upper Room (Sept. & Oct.) - 15.90 
   Wells Fargo (copier lease) - 270.41 
   Biweekly Payroll - 1,175.20 
   Julie Akerman (copy paper) - 61.57 
   Nicor Gas (church) - 798.00 
   August Payroll Taxes (federal) - 375.04 
   August Payroll Taxes (state) - 140.38 
   Comcast - 222.27 
   Nicor Gas (parsonage) - 100.00 
   Tegeler Accounting (August) - 185.00 
   Biweekly Payroll - 1,293.18 
   NIAC September Apportionments - 30.00 
   Wells Fargo (copier lease) - 280.53 
    
Ending Balance - $-603.51 
Transfer $$ from Svgs. to Ckg. - $2,000.00 
BALANCE - $1,396.49 
 

   Bear Necessities 
9/28/21 

 
Beginning Balance    $12,056.87  

 Deposits   +    160.00  

 Bills    -    750.00 

Ending Balance          $11,466.87 

September 2021 Rock Falls 

Tourism & Community Events: 
 

October 2 - Lumberjack Show & Beard Contest 

 

October 9 - Apple Cider Run 

 

October 29 - Rock Falls Chamber Trick or Treat 



 The United Methodist Version of the Revised Common 

Lectionary Readings for October 2021 
  
  
 
 

October 3, 2021 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
World Communion Sunday  

 
Job 1:1; 2:1-10 

Psalm 26 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 
  
 

October 10, 2021 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 

 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

Psalm 22:1-15 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31  

 
 

October 17, 2021 - 21st Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
Laity Sunday 

 
 Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 

 
 

October 24, 2021 - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 

 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 
Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52 

 
 

October 31, 2021 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost (Green) 
Reformation Sunday/Halloween 

 
Ruth 1:1-8 
Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:11-14 



 
2021 Northern Illinois Annual Conference Wrap up 
Theme: Jesus Makes a Way 

From the comfort of home, coffee shop, office, or church, many of the more than 600 participants of the 
182nd session of the Northern Annual Illinois Conference, with the theme "Jesus Makes a Way," made their 
way onto Zoom to take part in two days of business, voting, reports, Bible study, and worship services from 
July 16-17, 2021. For the second year, COVID-19 restrictions restricted in-person meetings, making it neces-
sary to meet virtually. A special thanks to GNTV for production assistance and Barrington UMC for hosting 
all those behind the scenes.  

This was the first time presiding in the Northern Illinois Annual Conference for Bishop John L. Hopkins, who 
came out of retirement to serve as interim bishop. He started January 1 in the middle of the pandemic and be-
came accustomed to meeting via Zoom from his home in Indianapolis, Ind.  

"I feel close to many of you because you have Zoomed your way into my heart," said Bishop Hopkins. 
"Amazingly, I have met with many of you in meetings, conference events, district gatherings, and small 
groups. I have had the opportunity to learn about you and your churches; listen to the stories you tell about the 
heart and soul of this Conference; and feel your love of Jesus and some of your anxiety about the future.” 

Hopkins delivered his Episcopal Address in two parts, focusing on what he's perceived as the Conference's 
strengths and challenges. "Most of the realities I have discovered are incredibly positive. For example, we 
have gifted and dedicated clergy and laity, we take a strong stand for equity and justice with full inclusion of 
everyone, our local churches are doing amazing frontline ministry, the conference's new structure under the 
Annual Conference Shepherding Team is streamlined and productive, and we continue to have a devotion to 
missions (the Northern Illinois Conference gave $418,199 and supported 18 missionaries through the         
Advance in 2020).”  

Bishop Hopkins addressed the reality of a continual decline in apportionment payments, concern about juris-
dictional realignment of conferences (if we share a bishop, the Northern Illinois Conference will not “merge” 
with another conference – at some future date two conferences can vote to merge if they desire , and concern 
about a significant shift in the denomination. 

"The Church needs to be unified and empowered," said Hopkins. "The Church also needs to be clear about its 
mission: to make disciples; to love God with all our heart, and mind, and soul, and strength; and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves." Hopkins said it’s important to equip local churches and ministry settings to make   
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

“Our need to focus resources on the local church is not only about conference programs, budget, and strategy. 
It is about us,” Hopkins concluded. “Can we focus our attention on the people in our communities who need 
to know about the God we serve? That is the shift we need to make. And that focus cannot be given over to a 
conference committee or task force. Each of us is responsible!”  

Legislation 
The Annual Conference voted virtually on several pieces of legislation including support for marginalized 
communities negatively impacted by COVID-19, advocating for the rights of Palestinian children and fami-
lies, humanizing criminal justice, reorganization and streamlining of the program areas in the Conference, and 
a revision of the standing rules to reinstate legislative sections at Annual Conference beginning in 2022. We 
lifted the following eight church closings in prayer: Beach Park: York House, Northbrook: Glenbrook        
Korean, Ringwood, Wood Dale: Community, Chicago: Fernwood, Lisle: Faith, Alfolkey: Bethel, and Elkhorn 
(note: these closings are not all from one year as the pandemic delayed action on some).  

Laity Session 
The NIC's three Co-Lay Leaders hosted an evening Zoom meeting on July 15 to kick off Annual Conference, 
which included a time for conversation and learning. Several local churches from around the Conference 
highlighted their new and creative ministries and a tour of the NIC website with tips on finding relevant     
information. To watch the recording and for presentations, visit umcnic.org/laity. 



 Bible Study 
Bishop Julius C. Trimble from the Indiana Conference, who at one point donned a Chicago Cubs hat as a 
nod to his Northern Illinois roots, led two Bible study sessions encouraging an "attitude of gratitude.” He 
helped us reflect on this year’s scripture verse, Matthew 14:13-21 and Jesus feeding the 5,000. The record-
ings are available to watch and download at umcnic.org/AC2021.  

Worship Services 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung from the Wisconsin Conference and former NIC Bishop delivered the message titled, 
"A Wreath for Your Excellent Leadership" during the Memorial Service as we remembered clergy, spouses, 
staff and laity who have passed in the last year, including the more than 600,000 of our fellow Americans 
and more than 3.5 million of our brothers and sisters worldwide who died from the Coronavirus. The Re-
tirement Service celebrated those clergy and local pastors who have been a gift to the church, offering lead-
ership to congregations and ministries beyond the church. Combined, this class has served 362 years.  

Bishop's Appeal Offering  
This year's special Bishop's Appeal offering totaled more than $25,000 and went toward the United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief's COVID-19 relief efforts worldwide.  

Statistics 
During an unprecedented year affected by shutdowns, the Northern Illinois Conference saw 2020 member-
ship drop to 74,030. This is down 2,432 from 2019's numbers of 76,462. While in-person worship was im-
possible most of the year, churches reported more than 26,607 people joined them for online worship. Dur-
ing the first three months of the year, when the pandemic was spreading, but shutdowns were not in place, 
they reported 17,406 in-person worshipers. Professions of faith and reaffirmations totaled 605, down from 
858 in 2019. Most churches halted small groups and missionary teams due to the social distancing and 
health safety measures. During the periods when these could occur, the number of adults and young adults 
in small groups was at 19,332, down from 24,567. Sunday School attendance dropped from 5,814 to 3,629, 
while worshippers engaged in mission dropped from 15,594 to 10,103.  

Upcoming Dates 
Keep on your calendar October 1 for the 2021 Service of Ordination and Commissioning (limited in-person, 
also livestreamed) and the October 2 business session (held via Zoom) to address the budget, nominations, 
and the United Methodist Foundation of the NIC's annual meeting. The 2022 Annual Conference will be 
held June 8-9 and return in person at the Renaissance Schaumburg Hotel and Convention Center.  

For updates and more on the October session, visit umcnic.org/AC2021.  


