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01 - Donna Brooks  15 - Karla Portner 
02 - Erika Workman 17 - Shirley Anderson 
03 - Julie Akerman  19 - Leonard Janssen 
03 - Joan Sell  19 - Lyle Janssen 
04 - Martin Kyger  19 - Marcella Janssen 
05 - Kevin Gray  21 - Judy Thompson 
06 - Matt Moeller  24 - Marvin Albrecht 
06 - Olivia Workman 24 - Savannah Pinske 
08 - Lorraine Armstrong 26 - Irma Bertolozzi 
08 - Steve Nichols  26 - Clyde Long 
11 - Carol Siefken   26 - Cale Nettleton 
12 - Sarah Laws  27 - Mallory Pinske 
12 - Kevin Pinske  28 - Susan Weeks 
14 - Loretta Larson 31 - June Hunsberger 

     05 - Larry & Judy Thompson 
        10 - Dean & Sarah Laws 
     16 - Mike & Laura Clevenger      
      29 - Brad & Angie Howard 

 



 

 

 
 
Dear friends,  
 
As I’m sure you already know, love knows no boundaries. When two people love each other, words aren’t 
always necessary. Those two people can be husband and wife, mother and daughter, father and son, or best 
friends. With love, we know and appreciate the act of simply being together. We can enjoy each other’s 
company, even in silence. We stay connected, even when we are far apart, speak different languages, or 
when one of us has passed on from this life.  
 
As Mother’s Day approaches, perhaps now is the time to start reflecting on how you will honor your mother 
or mother figure this year. Let us start by asking the question, “What is so unique about our mothers that set 
them apart from the other women who have influenced our lives?” One could say being a mother means  
giving birth, in which case, we can give thanks for the women who brought us into the world. But while 
your biological mother was the one who gave birth to you, was she also the one who showed you mother-
hood? In some or most cases, the answer is yes. 
 
Motherhood demands the ability to love, guide, and nurture others. Therefore, a person does not need to  
necessarily give birth to have this unique ability. This concept broadens our understanding of motherhood 
and thus, I would like to challenge ourselves to think about Mother’s Day in a much broader perspective. 
When we think of Mother’s Day as honoring those who are gifted with the virtues of motherhood, then we 
must consider all kinds of people. Perhaps your father raised you alone with both fatherhood and mother-
hood; maybe your middle-school teacher had no biological children but treated all her students with mother-
hood; or perhaps your adopted family has shown and taught you motherhood. Whichever the case, let us 
give thanks to all those who have acted as our mothers.  
 
When I think of mothers, I also think of our intimate relationship with God. God creates all human beings 
with the emotional and spiritual capacity to have a loving relationship, including with God. So, do you have 
an intimate relationship with God? Jesus prays that we will continue in the unity of love in association with 
the Father and the Son. He prays that we will continue to know and experience the love of God, both in our 
relationship with Jesus and with each other. Since God wants a close relationship with us, God calls us as 
the Rock Falls Church and invites us to spread and share God’s love with others.  
 
Let us pray.  
 
A MOTHER'S DAY PRAYER by Magrey deVega 
 
God of Provision and Unconditional Love, 
On this day when we acknowledge the importance of motherhood among us, we first give thanks that you 
are a loving parent to us all. From your being all life was born, and in your bosom all creation is nurtured. 
You have formed us in your image as your children, and gathered us together as a brood under your wing. 
You have united us as kindred members of one human family, and we are grateful to be your offspring     
together. We celebrate your divine love, reflected in human expressions of motherhood. 
We give you thanks for the mothers among us, and ask that you strengthen them in their daily tasks. Grant 
them wisdom in the lessons they teach, patience in the discipline they foster, and persistence in their        
promotion of decency and compassion, both by word and example. May they be given the honor and thanks 
they deserve but often do not receive. 
We thank you for all motherly figures: grandmothers, aunts, sisters, wives, step-mothers, foster mothers, 
guardians, babysitters, teachers, health care providers, neighbors, friends, loved ones, and many others, who 
practice self-sacrifice and embody compassion to all who are privileged to be in their influence. Grant them 
vigor to carry on their work, and the satisfaction that the holy privilege of their task affords. 
 
 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/author/magrey_devega


  
 
We acknowledge to you, O God, that even amid our grateful celebration, many of us come with restless 
spirits, reluctant to name the difficulties of this day. 
For some, this day brings the sorrowful awareness of their own inability to conceive biological children. 
Draw your tender spirit near their feelings of self-betrayal, impotence, and grief, and remind them that 
those who struggle with infertility have always shared a special place in your heart. We pray for those 
who have suffered miscarriages, those fatigued by fertility treatments, and those struggling through the 
process of adoption. May they remember that in your power and through your church, they can still leave 
a lasting legacy beyond themselves. 
For some, this day is marked by loneliness and grief, as they spend this first Mother’s Day as a widower, 
an orphan, or a parent who has lost a child. To those who today live in the wake of the death of a loved 
one, grant glimpses of the resurrection. Bring to them a steady restoration of their broken hearts, allow 
them to live into their future with hope, and empower them to carry out the legacy of lessons instilled 
within them. 
For some, this is a day that surfaces ongoing tensions that exist within our personal relationships and 
family dynamics. We ask for healing from the wounds of our past, a path of forgiveness for wrongs both 
experienced and committed, and the rebuilding of trust forged in honesty, authenticity, and love. 
We give you thanks for the wide spectrum of motherhood represented among us today: new mothers and 
young mothers whose children are in their most tender years; mothers of grown children who transition 
into empty nests and a new chapter of self-discovery; mothers and grandmothers of advanced years, 
whose twilight of life is marked by frailty of body but a potency of spirit. Theirs is a cumulative reminder 
that though our lives are marked by transition and change, your nurture and affection for all your children 
remains the same. 
Therefore, remind us to live with a child-like faith, curious to every wondrous mystery, attentive to your 
every instruction, obedient to your every command, and willing to share with every one of your children. 
We give you thanks, O God, who is a loving Mother and Father to us all, and in whose name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3883/a-mothers-day-prayer 
 
Prayers for the following members, families, and friends: Rod and Donna, Harlen and Pansy. 
Please pray for healing for Lisa, Robyn, Tom, Larry, Carol, and Doris D. And pray for Lee, Ruth, Paul, 
Joanne, Erma Z. June, Joyce, Jim & Irene, Doris W. and Venita.  
Please also pray for God’s protection, provision, and presence to be with all of the Rock Falls Family 
during this season. Please pray for healing for all your children who have been diagnosed with COVID or 
have been exposed. May their recuperation be quick and complete. And please pray for all those who are 
struggling with emotional, mental and physical illness, as well as for the end of racism.   
 
If you have pastoral care needs, vocational questions, or just need someone to talk with about life, faith, 
God, hope, etc., please feel free to contact Pastor Jin-Hee for an appointment. 
 
Prayer Requests: Please email me or call me your prayer requests (including joys) at pastorjin-
heekang@gmail.com, (708) 289-0097 or the church office at rfumc150@gmail.com, 815-625-0114. 
 
Also, please keep in mind that many people are experiencing a deep sense of loneliness as the pandemic 
moves onto its second year. Please reach out to others with cards and calls to break this sense of isolation. 
God loves you!! 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Jin-Hee 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3883/a-mothers-day-prayer
mailto:pastorjinheekang@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjinheekang@gmail.com
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Heron Beauty 

To accomplish great things, we must not only act, 
but also dream, not only plan, but also believe.     
— Anatole France  

The noblest question in the world is: What 
good may I do in it? — Benjamin Franklin  

Congratulations, Rock Falls High School Graduates,  
   Class of 2021!! 

Luke Akerman 

Josh Howard 

Savannah Pinske Madison Thatcher 

The fireworks begin today.  Each diploma is a lighted 
match, each one of you is a fuse.   ~Ed Koch 

The best way to predict your future is to create it. 
~Abraham Lincoln 



 

 

 

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than by the 
ones you did do, so throw off the bowlines, sail away from safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your 
sails. Explore, dream, discover. – Mark Twain  

Just remember, you can’t climb the ladder 
of success with your hands in your pockets. 
— Arnold Schwarzenegger  

Always be a first-rate ver-
sion of yourself, instead of 
a second-rate version of 
somebody else.       
                   ~Judy Garland 

Congratulations, 8th Grade Graduates! 

Makenzie Duhon 
(Granddaughter of 

 Bill & Norma Lauts) 

Owen Hubbard 
Bettendorf Middle School 

(Grandson of Donna Hoefler) Drew Nettleton 
Sterling Challand Middle School

(Grandson of Jim & Susan Weeks) 
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 1 
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FB Live  
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Team Mtg. 
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Ascension 
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Finance 
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6 p.m. 
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30 31 

Memorial 
Day 

     
 
 

Armed 
Forces Day  

May 15 



 
RUSSELL SIEFKEN, JR  
815 441-1086 

 

 
Rock Falls United Methodist Church Council Zoom Meeting 
       Thursday, April 15, 2021 

 
 

Present:  Pastor Jin-Hee, Carol & Russ Siefken, Tom & Marcia Thompson, Rod Brooks, 
Larry Thompson, Janelle Henson, and Kevin Henson. 
 
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jin-Hee 
 
Staff Parish:  The committee will be working on the Annual Ministry Review. 
 
Trustees:  will get the committee together by Zoom on April 28 at 6 p.m. to go over some 
issues on the building. 
 
Finance:  April 9 had a balance of $3,930.  Sunday, April 11 offering was $2,760.  The 
Easter special offering was $3,540.  
 
Membership:  Marlee Finch is back on the rolls of the church. 
 
Health Team Committee:  because the COVID numbers continue to increase in Whiteside 
County, including nearly 100 at Rock Falls High School, the committee recommended 
church discontinue live services but continue on Facebook.  Motion passed by the council. 
 
Church Women:  will pay for bug control.  Still waiting to have a rummage sale.  For the 
food permit for this year, they need someone that has a food license to be on the permit. 
 
Bear Necessities:  received a donation of $1,500 from the Church Women United.  Had 10 
people working on stuffing bags on Tuesday.  Saturday will be the first day in the parking 
lot. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  visited Ruth Deem, Lee Spinka, Doris Detweiler, funeral of Pansy’s  
sister. Invited everyone to register for the Virtual Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural Ministry 
Spring Training on April 30 and May 1. July 1 our church will be a part of the Prairie 
South District. Pastor Jin-Hee will attend the VIRTUAL Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural   
Ministry Spring Training on Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1 via ZOOM.   
Pastor Jin-Hee will attend the Hybrid Worship Workshop starting on Saturday, May 8     
via ZOOM. 
  
Chair’s Report:  Chair thanked all members for continuing to honor their pledges.  
Thanked all the volunteers who have worked to get the church ready for services.  Thanks 
to the pastor for the wonderful in-church services for the last month in the sanctuary.  Keep 
watching on Facebook every Sunday at 9 a.m. or whenever you have time. 



  
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Version of the Revised Common  
Lectionary Readings for May 2021 

 
  
  
May 2, 2021 - 5th Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 8:26-40 
 Psalm 22:25-31 (UMH 752) 
 1 John 4:7-21 
 John 15:1-8 
  
May 9, 2021 - 6th Sunday of Easter/Mother’s Day 
 Acts 10:44-48 
 Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
 1 John 5:1-6 
 John 15:9-17 
  
May 16, 2021 - 7th Sunday of Easter/Ascension Sunday 
 Acts 1:1-11 
 Psalm 47 (UMH 781) 
 Ephesians 1:15-23 
 Luke 24:44-53 
  
May 23, 2021 - Pentecost/Heritage Sunday 
 Acts 2:1-21 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826) 
 Romans 8:22-27 
 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
  
May 30, 2021 - Trinity Sunday/Peace with Justice Sunday 
 Isaiah 6:1-8 
 Psalm 29 (UMH 761) 
 Romans 8:12-17 
 John 3:1-17 

 
 



 

It is with many thanks and gratitude to all who 
sent cards and/or donated to Art’s Memorial to 
the Church following his passing in December.  
The RFUMC was such an important part of our 
lives over our years together, and our church 
“family” meant the world to us.  “Thank you” 

hardly seems sufficient for the outpouring of love 
shown following his passing.   

 
God’s Blessings to each and every one of you!!  

 
Ruth Deem, Craig Deem, and David Deem 

2021 Annual Conference Information 

The theme for the 182nd Northern Illinois Annual Conference is "Jesus Makes a Way." It will be 
held July 16-17 virtually through a Zoom webinar. The scripture focus is Matthew 14:13-21 and the 
"feeding of the five thousand." 
  
Important dates: 

•       Online registration will open June 1 and close June 30. The cost is $30 and will cover both 
the July and October sessions. The fee covers production expenses, voting technology, worship 
planning and other administrative costs. 

•       The Clergy Session will be held June 28 via a Zoom meeting. 

•       An Ordination Service for the 2021 class is scheduled for Oct. 1, likely with limited in-person 
participation and livestreaming. Bishop Tracy S. Malone from the East Ohio Conference will be the 
preacher. 

•       A fall session to consider the budget and other agenda items will be held virtually on Oct. 2. 

RFUMC FINANCIALS AS OF 4/27/21: 
 
Beginning Balance - $4,291.36 
Deposits - $1,084.70 
   Offerings - 370.00 
   Weekly EFT - 135.00 
   Cake Pan Fundraiser - 579.70 
Bills - $3,511.01 
   The Crafter’s Mill - 389.70 
   Tegeler Acctg. - 363.75 
   Moring Disposal - 112.10 
   NIAC Pension - 2,044.67 
   NIAC Apportionments - $140.00 
   Monthly Payroll - 460.79 
     
ENDING BALANCE - $1,865.05 

Bear Necessities 
 4/27/21 

 
Beginning Balance    $10,886.87  

 Deposits   + $ 1,505.00  

 Checks  - $ 1,109.00     

Ending Balance          $11,282.87 



 



 

May 2021 Rock Falls Tourism & Community Events: 
 

Jammin’ On the Rock - May 6 
RFHS Band Concert - May 19 

RF Chamber Tailgate Bingo - May 20 
Art in the Park Sculpture Walk - May 22 



 



 


