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        07 - Kevin Henson  
        07 - Mandy Pinske   
        08 - Doug Kent    
        09 - Joanne Crocker  
        14 - Chuck Slifer   
        15 - James Hardt   
        15 - Angel Lillpop 
        16 - Lori Kyger   
        21 - Trace Hippen 
        25 - JESUS CHRIST   
        30 - Donna Hoffman        
 

   
  03 - John & Lynn Marshall  
  07 - Jim & Susan Weeks 
  08 - Darwin & Traci Nettleton 
  21 - Bob & Marilee Ashley 
  28 - Matt & Angel Lillpop 
  

 HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY 
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First Day 
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Dear friends,  
 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
These are the words of Charles Wesley’s advent text, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.”  Written in 
1744, the words are timeless as they give voice to the deepest longings in our hearts.   
For countless Christians around the world, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” signals the beginning of 
Advent. 
 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” has the quality of a petition—a prayer that implores Christ to be among 
us. Imperative verbs are used six times in the two stanzas found in the hymnal: “Come, thou long-expected 
Jesus”; “From our fears and sins release us”; “Let us find our rest in thee”; “Now thy gracious king-
dom bring”; “Rule in all our hearts alone”; “Raise us to thy glorious throne.” The cumulative effect of these 
petitions is a tone of supplication. Wesley succeeds in recalling the deep longing of ancient Israel for the 
Messiah—the Promised One. 
 
He also draws upon another cumulative technique, the repetition of a single word for effect. In this case it is 
the word “born” which appears four times. Each time “born” is sung, an aspect of Jesus’ mission to a trou-
bled world is revealed: “Born to set thy people free”; “Born thy people to deliver”; “Born a child and yet a 
king”; “Born to reign in us forever.” 
 
British hymnologist J.R. Watson notes that this hymn’s “uniqueness comes from its skillful conjunction of 
several elements into one simple-sounding discourse. Those elements include the Old Testament promise of 
the Messiah, ‘Israel’s strength and consolation’ who has been long expected and who will set his people 
free; the New Testament story of the birth of the child who is also a king (Matthew 2:6); and the idea of the 
Christ-child not only as the strength and consolation of Israel, but also the hope of all the earth, a Christ who 
is born for the Gentiles as well as the Jews.” 
 
Although we live in a different time than Charles Wesley, the longings of people’s hearts are just as deep. 
We long for security, love, relationships, meaning. To those who open themselves up to its message, this 
hymn identifies with that longing at the deepest levels of our existence. Where there is no longing, there can 
be little meaning. Hope is central to Christian experience. 
 
And where will our longing, our hopeful waiting lead us? Where is the ultimate home of our hope? In the 
final line Wesley takes us there: “Raise us to thy glorious throne.” 
 
This information comes from the UMC Discipleship website.  
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hymn-expresses-longing-for-arrival-of-our-
savior 
 
Let the words of this beloved advent hymn fill your prayers this December. God loves you. You are not 
alone. God is always with you. Christ comes to fulfill our longing for God. 
In the midst of difficult times, where can hope be found?  Hope is found in the advent, that is the coming of 
Christ our Savior to the world. During the Advent season, we will have a virtual Advent Study by using   
Adam Hamilton’s book, Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas. His parents gave him 
the name Jesus, but the prophets, the shepherds, the wise men, and the angels addressed him by other names.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hymn-expresses-longing-for-arrival-of-our-savior
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-hymn-expresses-longing-for-arrival-of-our-savior


 

 
      Bear Necessities Report 

       October 2020: 

 

  Beginning Balance  $8,065.87  

  Deposits          + 145.00 

  Bills           - 452.00 

  Ending Balance        $7,758.87 

They called him Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh. In the face 
of uncertainty and conflict, Christians reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, heals our hearts, and 
calls us to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, we invite you to reflect upon the significance 
of the Christ child for our lives and world today. We will virtually meet every Tuesday on December 1st, 8th, 
15th & 22nd from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Please let me know if you are able to join this virtual Advent Study. 
 
Please pray for Stephen and JoEllen Wetzell on the death of JoEllen’s father, Ken Hines, for Joanne Crocker 
on the death of her husband, Loyd Crocker, for Nancy Magana on the death of her mother-in-law. Please 
pray for healing for Megan's friend’s husband who has COVID and is in critical condition. Please pray for 
healing for John, Paul, Loretta & Allan, Alice, Tom, Marion, Joanne, Doris D., Patti, Larry, and Joe. Also 
pray for Art & Ruth, Erma Z., June, Joyce, Jim & Irene, Doris W., Venita, and Ruth.  
 
And please email me, or call me with your prayer requests and joys at pastorjinheekang@gmail.com,     
(708) 289-0097 or the church office at rfumc150@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you, 
Peace and Love,  
Pastor Jin-Hee 

RFUMC FINANCIALS AS OF 11/24/2020: 
 
Beginning Balance - $2,825.00 
Deposits - $830.00 
Bills - $2,017.54 
    NIAC Pension-1,916.49 
    NIAC November Apportionments-45.00 
    Moring Disposal-56.05 
 
Ending Balance - $1,637.46 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, 
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid.  And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for,    
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host   
praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  Luke 2:8-14  

Linus says, “That’s what Christmas is all about, 
Charlie Brown.”   MERRY CHRISTMAS, and 
let’s all try to remember the true meaning of 
Christmas!! 

mailto:pastorjinheekang@gmail.com
mailto:rfumc150@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-14&version=AKJV


 “Len’s Lens” 
 

Pictures taken by Len Janssen 
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Scrub Jay 



  
Lectionary Readings for December 2020 

  

 
 
December 6, 2020 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 Isaiah 40:1-11 
 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (UMH 806) 
 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 Mark 1:1-8 
  
December 13, 2020 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 
 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 Psalm 126 (UMH 847) 
 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 John 1:6-8, 19-28 
  
December 20, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199) 
 Romans 16:25-27 
 Luke 1:26-38 
  
December 27, 2020 

 
 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 Psalm 148 (UMH 861)  
 Galatians 4:4-7 
 Luke 2:22-40 
 



 

New Illinois Mitigation Policies 
 

Governor J.B. Pritzker has announced new Tier 3 mitigation guidelines that are to go       
into effect on Friday, November 20, 2020.  The state of Illinois, like most other states,        
is experiencing an alarming spike in COVID-19 cases. In order to prevent further infection 
and death, as well as to avoid overwhelming hospitals, we must all do our part.  
  
We must be good neighbors to those in our communities and churches, to be part of the   
solution to this COVID-19 spike, and to keep ourselves and loved ones safe. Therefore, I 
would ask that churches not meet for at least the next four weeks.  This is also in keeping 
with the request made by Bishop Frank Beard in the Illinois Great River Conference.  What 
any one of us does affects all of us at this point in the pandemic.  
  
Our churches might be the only ones in our communities who are not having in-person  
worship but we will then not be super-spreaders of the disease.  We are called to do no  
harm and that means abiding by measures that we know are effective in helping to prevent 
the spread of infection: wear a mask in public, wash your hands, and practice social        
distancing.  The governor has effectively asked us to stay home! 
  
In terms of other groups in our buildings, I would discourage them although the governor 
did say that daycare centers were acceptable.  Please abide by the guidelines of your       
specific county.  If you are in doubt, please call your county department of public health or 
visit their website.  
  
I would also ask that everyone refrain from Thanksgiving gatherings beyond people with 
whom you are already sheltering. As I have heard repeatedly, it’s hard to imagine not    
gathering for Thanksgiving, but we need to in order to be able to gather again in the near 
future. 
  
Also, I would encourage clergy and churches, if you haven't already, to begin to prepare for 
online Christmas Eve services since it doesn’t look like this is going to subside by then.  
  
I know this is hard but we must all be part of the solution to keep ourselves and each other 
healthy (and alive).  The vaccine seems to be just around the corner and we don’t want to 
let our guard down now.  
  
Be safe! Be a good neighbor! And make a difference! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sally Dyck 


