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           April  2021 

 

 

        01 - Vikki Butler         
        02 - Lee Sell  
        03 - Michelle Shears 
        04 - Matt Lillpop 
              04 - Jeff Wetzell 
        07 - Nolan Moeller   
        08 - Irene Capp 
        12 - Francis Bushman 
        12 - Janelle Henson 
        13 - Marlee Finch “92”  
        20 - Robert Enlow 
        29 - Marilee Ashley 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY 
  04 - Lee & Joan Sell 
       14 - Tony & Jill Sosi     
  16 - Steve & Mary Nichols 
  17 - Ron & Donna Hoffman 

May the Light of Jesus  

Shine through You on your 

Birthday and Anniversary 



  
 
Dear friends,  
 
Last Monday, my husband and I walked at Lowell Park in Dixon. It was cloudy and lightly 

raining, but the temperature was over 60⁰. It was too hot for my winter coat, so I borrowed 

my husband’s spring jacket. As we walked together, the birds sang joyfully. It sounded  

like they were welcoming us to the park and wishing us a good afternoon. I walked past 

greenery, a refreshing sight after a long, cold, and snowy winter.  

 
Despite the difficulties of the past year, we are witnessing new life breaking forth! As I am 

writing this letter, 26.04% of the American population has received at least one dose of the 

coronavirus vaccine, while the percentage for Whiteside County is 22.96%. The vaccine 

rollout is proceeding slowly, but steadily. 

 
Meanwhile, as we try to cope with our new lifestyles, we need to remember that the Story of 

Easter does not begin with the joy of resurrection. It starts with Mary’s tears. That may seem 

like a strange way to start the Easter Story, but the truth is that we cannot get to the joy of 

resurrection, without first taking seriously the tears of Mary and of all those who suffer.  

 
In the book of John 20:1-18, Mary was alone and wept because she had lost her friend and 

thought that Jesus’ body had been stolen. When she came to the tomb early that morning to 

mourn the loss of a life and say goodbye, she was unable to because his physical body  

wasn’t there. The very person she was looking and grieving for was standing right behind 

her, but she didn’t see him; Mary’s grief clouded her vision. How could she have known it 

was Jesus? It was only when Jesus called her by name that everything changed. Christ is  

risen. He is risen indeed. Her tears then disappeared and were replaced with the joy of  

reunion.  

 
My friends, have you heard Jesus’ calling? How has the resurrection of Jesus Christ impact-

ed your life? Just as the risen Christ called Mary’s name, he is calling our names and invites 

us to experience the joy of resurrection. Easter tells us that hope still lives. Easter is the day 

we praise the God who brings hope from despair. Come and See! Please reserve your place 

for the in-person worship service with Communion. 

 

With hope, 

Pastor Rev. Jin-Hee Kang 



 
 
 
Prayers for Rock Falls Family, Friends, and the World  
 
We rejoice and give God thanks for: 
 

 Our volunteers who delivered the palms and bulletins.  

 Tom’s kidney transplant was successful, and he is recovering.  

 The blessings of friendship that provide comfort, support, and much-needed laughter.  

 People who are receiving the vaccine and those who are administering it.  

 Doctors, nurses, and all of the front-line workers who are working so hard to assist us and 

others.  

 
We pray for those seeking healing, comfort, and support:  
 

 Please pray for Larry as he will have scans and chemotherapy. 

 Please continue to pray for healing for Tom, Carol, Margaret, Joe and Doris D.  

 All those who are struggling with emotional, mental and physical illness. 

 Safety for all of our church families and friends.  

 Teachers, staff, and students as preparations are made to return to in-class learning.  

 The end of racism.   

 
Prayer Requests: Please email me or call me your prayer requests (including joys) at pastorjin-

heekang@gmail.com, (708) 289-0097 or the church office at rfumc150@gmail.com, 815-625-0114. 

 
Also, please keep in mind that many people are describing their deep sense of loneliness as the pan-

demic moves onto its second year. Please reach out to others with cards and calls to break this sense 

of isolation. We are not alone! 

 
Read The Upper Room Daily Devotionals: 
 
During this time of anxiety and isolation, The Upper Room wants to make it as easy as possible for 

people to find resources to support spiritual health. They are providing The Upper Room maga-

zine for download at no cost. To view The Upper Room Daily Devotionals on their website, go to: 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals. 

 
And/or Listen to The Upper Room Daily Devotional on the Phone: 
 
During this pandemic, call-in meditation is available at no charge. There are two numbers available. 

If you do not pay for long distance (most cell phone plans include long distance), you can call 1-615-

212-2013. If you do pay for long distance calls, please call 1-877-600-7218. 
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April 2021 
 
 

Sun 

 
 

Mon 

 
 

Tue 

 
 

Wed 

 
 

Thu 

 
 

Fri 

 
 

Sat 

    1 2 

GOOD 
FRIDAY 

3 

4 
EASTER 

In-Person & 
FB Live 
Worship 
Service  
9 a.m.  

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
In-Person & 

FB Live 
Worship 
Service  
9 a.m.  

12 13 

Bear  
Necessities 
Work Day 

10-12 

14 15 
Ad Council 

Finance 
Health Team 

Trustees 
Zoom Mtgs. 

6 p.m. 

16 17 

Bear  
Necessities 

Pantry 
10-12 

18 
In-Person & 

FB Live 
Worship 
Service  
9 a.m.  

19 20 21 22 23 
Turn in 
Orders   
for our 

Cake Pan 
Fundraiser   

24 

25 
In-Person & 

FB Live 
Worship 
Service  
9 a.m.  

26 27 28 29 30  



 

Heron Beauty 

RFUMC FINANCIALS AS OF 4/1/2021: 
 
Beginning Balance - $2,206.90 
Deposits - $2,571.99 
Bills - $798.38 
    Monthly Payroll-740.39 
    Concordia Supply-57.99 
Transfer to BN for donation-$50 
     
ENDING BALANCE - $3,930.51 

Bear Necessities 
 4/1/21 

 
Beginning Balance    $10,656.87  

 Deposits   + $  230.00  

 Checks         -0-     

Ending Balance          $10,886.87 

Bear Necessities Pantry will be  

reopening on Saturday, April 17 

from 10-12, and a work day on 

Tuesday, April 13 from 10-12. 

 

We are in need of volunteers.  

Please and thank you! 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for all your 
thoughts, prayers, and cards 

during Tom’s kidney transplant 
and recovery.   

It is greatly appreciated! 
 

Tom & Marcia 



  
 

The United Methodist Version of the Revised Common 
Lectionary Readings for April 2021 

  

 
 
 
April 4, 2021 - Easter Sunday 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UMH 839) 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 John 20:1-18 
 Mark 16:1-8 

 

April 11, 2021 - Second Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 4:32-35 
 Psalm 133 (UMH 850) 
 1 John 1:1-2:2 
 John 20:19-31  
 
April 18, 2021 - Third Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 3:12-19 
 Psalm 4 (UMH 741) 
 1 John 3:1-7 
 Luke 24:36b-48  
 
April 25, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 4:5-12 
 Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 
 1 John 3:16-24 
 John 10:11-18 

  
 
 

 
 



  

Rock Falls United Methodist Church Council Meeting Via Zoom 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 

 

Present:  Pastor Jin-Hee Kang, Larry Thompson, Rod Brooks, Janelle Henson, and Russ & Carol Siefken 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jin-Hee 

Staff Parish:  Lori and Pat will be added back on the payroll. 

Trustees:  Elevator door has been fixed.  The broken pipe in the office has been fixed.  Still waiting on 

Traveler’s Insurance for the claim on fixing the walls in the church. 

Finance:  Committee is proud of all our church members for continuing to pay their pledges and for 

those members that have gone above and beyond in their giving. 

Financial picture for Thursday, March 18, 2021, is as follows:  general fund beginning balance of 

$460.11, deposits of $2,661.00 consisting of weekly EFT for $135 and offerings of $776.00 including 

$1,000.00 from NIC for pastor’s pension and a yearly offering of $750.00.  Bills were $1,229.51          

consisting of Wespath $500, Wells Fargo (copier) $270.41, payroll taxes (state) $126.62 and (fed) 

$332.48.  Thus, an ending balance of $1,891.60.  This is the second month in a row that bills exceeded 

normal offerings in the week of our meeting.    

Savings account has a balance of $63,775.07.  Roof /sanctuary repair/tree removal of $13,208.38 and 

$8,600.00 for Thanksgiving/Christmas offering leaves a spendable balance of $41,966.69.  I am           

discounting the $9,424.80 and the $15,400 from the two SBA/PPP loans, as I am more than reasonably 

assured they will be forgiven.   

Heritage Foundation savings balance is $3,676.90.  CD balance of $79,119.87.  

Health Committee:  Will be working on getting the church ready on Saturday.  Have shields now for 

everyone participating in the weekly service.  Bags for communion are ready.  Everyone must enter the 

church for a service at the east door off Fourth Avenue.  A greeter will be there and they will have   

their temperature taken.  The balcony will be closed off.  Ushers will direct people where to sit with  

distancing.  Anyone involved with the service will enter from the back of the altar.  Have to call the 

church office to reserve a seat for Easter Sunday. 

Church Women:  Waiting for church to open up. 

Bear Necessities:  Opening date will be April 17 with Tuesday being the day to pack.  Helpers are    

needed.  Bear Necessities gave full bags of supplies to the residents of High Rise after the fire. 

Pastor’s Report:  Looking forward to opening the church.  March 31 will be the last Praising & Prayer 

Service.  Thanks to Russ and Carol for opening their home each week for the Praising & Prayer Service. 



 CAKE PAN FUNDRAISER 
Please help raise funds for our church’s sanctuary repairs.  Orders are due by April 23 in 
hopes of receiving them by Mother's Day.  Please make checks payable to Rock Falls  
United Methodist Church.  You can fill out the order form and mail to the church office at 
210 Fourth Ave., Rock Falls, IL 61071, or you can call the church office at 815/625-0114 
with your orders.  These pans are great gifts that can be customized.  The pans do not have a 
non-stick coating but do have a lid that snaps into place.  Both are hand washable.   

Thank you in advance for your continued support of our church! 



 


